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Language Arts:  Students will make connections 
between a text and a visual/oral presentation of 
the text when reading literature and cite 
evidence from the text to support their answers. 
(Core literature:  Island of the Blue Dolphins)

Writing:  We have started our Informational 
Writing Unit – students are conducting short 
research projects that build knowledge through 
investigation of different aspects of a topic.  The 
informational Writing Performance Assessment 
(WPA) will be administered in January.

Math:  We are working on Module 5 
(multiplication; length; mass; capacity) and will 
begin Module 6 (multiplication; length; angles).

Science:  We finished our unit on Magnetism and 
will begin the next unit after the New Year 
break.

Social Studies:  We have started our California 
Explorers Unit.  Topics include:

• Reasons for exploration (motivation, 
obstacles, achievements)

• Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo
• Sir Francis Drake
• Sebastian Vizcaino
• Sebastian Cermeno
• Gaspar de Portola
• Juan Bautista de Anza

Our Learning Important dates

• 12/7:  Parent Safety Presentation
• 12/21:  PTA Spirit Day (Pajama Day)
• 12/24-1/7:  New Year Recess

In January:
• Week of 1/8-1/11:  Informational Writing 

Performance Assessment (WPA)
• 1/18:  Field Trip (Mission San Juan Bautista)

Friendly reminders

• Please continue to check your child’s 
homework planner – upcoming tests are 
written in the planner by the student 
(including test dates & study guides used)

• Please return the Field Trip Permission Slip
as soon as possible, so we know the number 
of parent chaperones joining us.  Thanks!

Thank you!
Your 4th Grade Teachers
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Cindy DeMarco  cdemarco@sjusd.org
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